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The German Language and School Society

The German Language and School Society, Wisconsin, Inc. (DSSV) was founded
in Milwaukee on June 9, 1956. It was chartered as a non-political, non-religious,
and non-profit educational organization under the laws of the state of Wisconsin.

The goals of the Society have been stated as “promoting and stimulating interest in
and understanding the German language and culture” by means of an annual
German Essay Contest.

This contest is open to students of all public and private high schools in the state of
Wisconsin., who are presently enrolled in a German Class. Study and vacation
trips to Germany, scholarships and valuable book prizes are awarded to those who
qualify in these contests. The German Language and School Society conducts its
annual contest in conjunction with the comprehensive German language test
sponsored by the AATG.

The German Language and School Society is proud of its record to have served the
educational needs of our youth for nearly half a century.

The Society has sponsored 48 annual German Essay Contests.

27,600 Students have participated in these contests

7,135 Awards were presented to the students for outstanding
achievement in these contests.

73 Study and vacation trips to Germany have been awarded

7,060 Books and cash prizes were presented to qualifying
students

Contributions from individuals and German-American Societies raised over
$179,000 to finance this program. The society did not receive any governmental
monetary grants.

The German Language and School Society wishes to express their sincere gratitude
to the students and teachers who participated, as well as to our members and the
many organizations, here and in Germany, who contributed so much to the success
of this highly idealistic program.
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German Language Contest Description and Awards

AATG Test and Awards

Each year, German students from Wisconsin high schools are eligible
to participate in the American Association of Teachers (AATG)
sponsored comprehensive National German Language Test
administered at high schools throughout Wisconsin by the German
teachers at their schools. The Level 2 test is taken by students who
have two years of high school German. The Level 3 test requires three
years of study, and level 4 requires 4 or more years of study. The
Wisconsin AATG sponsors cash awards and medals and also invites
students achieving the highest scores to participate in a selection
committee interview held in Wisconsin during March of each year.
Based on students' test scores and interview results, the AATG will
nominate one or two students for four week summer study trips to
Germany. The national AATG office evaluates the nominations from
each state and determines the final winners of the Pädagogischer
Austauschdienst, (PAD - German Student Exchange Program)
sponsored 4 week summer study trips to Germany. The number of
study trips sponsored by PAD as well as the number of these trips
allocated by the national AATG office to German students in
Wisconsin may vary from year to year.

DSSV Essay Contest and Awards

The DSSV sponsors over one hundred cash and book awards annually
for students with excellent performance on the AATG test. In addition,
students taking the level 3 or level 4 AATG test are eligible to
participate in the DSSV-sponsored German Essay contest. The essays
written by these students are evaluated by a German Department
faculty member from a Wisconsin university and students who have
taken both the AATG test and have written a DSSV essay are eligible
to compete for a separate DSSV-sponsored four week study trip to
Germany as well as additional cash and book prizes. This trip is
provided by PAD through its long-standing relationship with the
DSSV.

Students with the top AATG test scores combined with the best DSSV
essay performance will be invited to participate in selection



committee interviews from which the DSSV grand prize winner and a
runner-up will be determined. These interviews are held each year in
conjunction with the selection committee interviews for the AATG
trip(s) on the same date and at the same Wisconsin location. While all
students participating in the AATG test are eligible for medals, books
and cash awards, only students who have written a qualifying DSSV
essay and taken the AATG test are eligible for the DSSV sponsored trip
to Germany.

Finalists for the AATG and the DSSV trips to Germany will be invited
to participate in personal interviews from which the winners are
slelected. These personal interviews are conducted every year in
March by a panel of University of Wisconsin faculty members, AATG
members, and representatives of the DSSV. Students must register
for and participate in a personal interview in order to be selected
as a trip winner.

AATG trips are awarded nationally to many students throughout the
country and the number of trips available to Wisconsin students may
vary from year to year. Only Wisconsin students have a unique
opportunity to also participate in the DSSV Essay Contest and compete
for the DSSV Award trip to Germany.

German students throughout the state are strongly encouraged to take
advantage of this unique opportunity to compete for the DSSV study
trip to Germany. Wisconsin's high school German teachers are asked
to encourage their students to participate in the DSSV Essay Contest.
These teachers are also requested to facilitate their students'
participation by disseminating contest information and administering
the essay contest at their respective schools.

Facts and figures regarding the 48th Annual German Essay Contest - 2003
sponsored by the German Language and School Society, Wisconsin Inc.

 Students Participating: 1,016
 Schools Participating: 34
 A Total of 458 Essays were Submitted

The following awards are presented to qualifying students:

One four-week study and vacation trip to Germany and
cash scholarships totalling $3,175 and book awards having
a total value 1,100 Euros.
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We Gratefully Acknowledge the Financial Support and Other
Assistance Received from the Following Organizations:

Contributing a four-week study trip to Germany:

Pädagogischer Austauschdienst, Bundesrepublik Deutschland

Contributing book awards:

Internationes, Bundesrepublik Deutschland

Scholarship Contributions:

German Language and School Society, Wisconsin, Inc.
German Fest Milwaukee, Inc.
German-American Societies of Milwaukee, Inc.
Technischer Verein
German-American Invitational Golf Tournament
Goethe Haus Milwaukee
Christel Mildenberg
German Fest, Inc. donates complimentary admission tickets to
German Fest 2003 to all winners attending the Award Ceremony

Special Scholarships:

We gratefully acknowledge a grant from the Theodore and Anna Grollmann
Fund in the amount of $1,500 which has been used this year to sponsor two
special scholarships. Mr. and Mrs. Grollmann were immigrants to
Milwaukee from Germany in the 1920's. They bequeathed their estate to the
Milwaukee Foundation for the purpose of promoting German culture and
language.

Contest Organization

German Language and School Society, Wisconsin, Inc.

Fritz Keller
Gerhard Rohr

Selection Committee

Dr. Brent O. Peterson, Lawrence University - Chairman
Dr. Gary Davis, University of Wisconsin - Milwaukee
Dr. Ruth Lanouette, Lawrence University
Dr. Sy Kreilein, Past President, AATG Wisconsin, Marquette University H. S.
Kathy Beer, President, AATG Wisconsin Chapter, Lincoln H.S. Manitowoc
Fritz Keller, German Language and School Society
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PROGRAM

Forty-eighth Annual DSSV German Essay Contest and the
National AATG German Contest Award Ceremony

Master of Ceremonies .....................................Paul Smaglick

Addresses

H. Carl Mueller
President and Owner of Mueller Communications, Inc.

Frank Schmitz
President, German-American Societies of Milwaukee

Introduction of the AATG Nominees

Kathy Beer
President, AATG Wisconsin Chapter
Lincoln High School, Manitowoc, WI

Introduction of Grand Prize Winner

Heiner Giese, President
Deutscher Sprach- und Schulverein

Presentation of Awards to the Winners in the DSSV German Essay
Contest and the National German Test

Presented by Fritz Keller, Deutscher Sprach- und Schulverein

A Reception will follow the Presentation
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CONGRATULATIONS!

DSSV Winners

The winner of the 2003 German Language and School Society sponsored Grand
Prize Study Trip to Germany is:

Jessie Buika, Arrowhead High School, Hartland
Teacher: Ms. Rose Rochette

Grollmann Fund Winners
Patrick Kaser, Nicolet High School, Glendale
Teacher: Mr. Mark Wagner

Elizabeth Procknow, Divine Savior Holy Angels High School, Milwaukee
Teacher: Ms. Katharina Sheikh

Gerhard Rohr Award
Marissa Basehart, Rufus King High School, Milwaukee
Teacher: Ms. Sabine Beirold

Wisconsin A.A.T.G. Winners:

This year the Wisconsin chapter of the AATG is fortunate to be able to award two
study trips.

Winner of the P.A.D. Study Trip
Catherine Procknow, Divine Savior Holy Angels High School, Milwaukee
Teacher: Ms. Katharina Sheikh

Winner of the Senior Study Trip
Daniel Agne, Mukwonago High School
Teacher: Ms. Mary McKay

Recipient of Langensheidt Award
Lauren Hayden, Brookfield Central High School
Teacher: Ms. Marianna Anderssen

Recipient of the Duden Award for Outstanding Teachers
Ms. Kimberly Foell, Oshkosh North High School
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The Topic of the 48th German Essay Contest was
“Ein Herbsttag in Wisconsin.”

This year's level 3 and 4 students were asked to write an essay in the German
language on the theme: “Ein Herbsttag in Wisconsin,” which translates into “An
Autumn Day in Wisconsin.”

A total of 458 essays from 36 schools throughout the state were submitted. They
were evaluated and graded by Professor Garry Davis of the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee. In addition to the Grand Prize winner, we would also like
to recognize following students for writing the best essays, and recognize their
schools and German teachers.

Student High School Teacher
Patrick Kaser
Elizabeth Procknow
John Tucker
Raquel Hiraheta
Lindsay Nelson
Greg Sabina
Sarah Meier
Marissa Basehart
Jerita Arents
Ava Ihlenfeld
Angela Bolmes
Martha Oschwald
Jessie Buika
John Kreilein
Erin Quinn
Pavol Kosta
Daniel Agne
Patrick O'Connor
Kent Heberling
Megan Armbruster
Sara Brielmaier
Andrew Joda
Jasmine Nichols
Nicole Steed
Karen Dawns
Suzanne Glisch
Daniel Maloney
Andy Myszewski
Holly Wiedenhoeft
Tony Cucinello

Nicolet
DSHA
Nicolet
Milw. School of Languages
Brookfield Central
Brookfield Central
Wauwatosa East
Rufus King
Brookfield Central
Milw. Lutheran
Rufus King
Wauwatosa East
Arrowhead
Marquette
Wauwatosa East
St. Mary H.S., Neenah
Mukwonago
Marquette
Mukwonago
Rufus King
Mukwonago
Arrowhead
Milw. School of Languages
Brookfield Central
Wauwatosa East
Wauwatosa East
Mukwonago
Mukwonago
Beaver Dam
Milw. Lutheran

Mark Wagner
Katharina Sheikh
Mark Wagner
Gabriele Harris
Marianna Anderssen
Marianna Anderssen
Eva Tunistra
Sabine Beirold
Marianna Anderssen
Rozanne Schwarz
Sabine Beirold
Karen Awve
Rose Rochette
Sy Kreilein
Karen Awve
Ruth Hoefs
Mary McKay
Sy Kreilein
Mary McKay
Sabine Beirold
Mary McKay
Rose Rochette
Gabriele Harris
Marianna Anderssen
Karen Awve
Karen Awve
Mary McKay
Mary McKay
Jennifer Tunks
Rozanne Schwarz
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